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The Unemployed

It. GOMPERS says there are 2,000,000 men
M of the labor unions who were employed
two years ngo, who are now walking the
streets. We think that is a mistake. We
think gquite balf that number went to Eu
rope when the depression and crash came
g yoar and n half ago; but whether that {s Lrue
or not, there are too many idie men in this conn-
try, und that fact ought to be a concernment to
the Federal government and every alate govermn-
ment, for enforced idleness is the most dangerons
menace to free institutions. When a man s will-
Ing to work and cannol gel work, If long enough

‘eontinued the man, according to his nature be-

comes ether an enemy of soclety or, his fibre
broken down, a willlng mendlcant. Leét a proud
mun he forcad to beg for a few months and he Is
wonl to eonelude, his pride belng broken, that it
{& easler to beg than to work, or, in shame and
desperntion, he [g linble to assume that justice is
dead, and that It Is right for man to prey upon
hig fellow man. The govermment of course ls
only expected to clear obstructions from the path
of the ecitizen, but in times of greal depression,
when the “great" financlers, through thelr manip-
ulatlons, have brought panie and stagnation to

_ business, (hen the thought of how the destitute

ones can be provided for ‘s, or should be, the
foremost question of the guvernment. There Iz
plenty of work to be done which is needed. The
nation’s defensies are not nearly perfect; there
are millions of acres of swamp landes which engl
nears say could easily be converied into fruitful
fields; there are rivers which should be eanalized
and made navigable to relleve railronds from
thelr overburden of freight, and to reduce the
cost of transportation, and these needed worka
should be rushed now while poor men need em-
ployment. If necessary, the money Lo meel the
cost shonld be ralsed by issuing bonds. Let the
bonds deaw & per cent sud make them of the sige
of a gold note, Lo be redeemed In gold Lwenty
vears hence, and Jot them pass from hand to
hand as money. The people would be glad to ao-
cept them,

The tendency of the Jand i8 for the
money interests (o run to combines, to make each
combine a rolling gnowball to gather all the snow
near, and the very poor have na chanes, When
these rolling snowballs become avalanchea then
devastation follows, rnd the poor are stranded.
The thing to do ig to Increase general taxallon,
to establish an income tax and make it progres-
slve, light on a thousand dollars, heavy on o mil
lon, and keep the men who are willing to work
omployed,

We hear much about conserving natural re.
sources, 1s there any resource so sacred and o
rich ns the lubor of sirong arms? Is there any
other one thing so necessary as to keep every
stroung arm poesible In productive work?

And speaking of labor and those who noed
work, there {8 another elass which does not work,
but which oughtl to.

We refer to the ldle rich, to those who not
helng driven on by necessity, spend their days In
Idieness, and the pursult of pleasure. Thig idls-
ness I8 a most sgerlous loss to the country and
the world, for the lives of such people amount
lo Jittle more to the world, than the lives of pet
animals,

Longfeliow and Emerson might have llved In

Idleness, had a good time and by this time would
have been forgotten. They wounld have missed
the fame that 1s now theirs, but they would have
mlgzed algo the joys which came of thelr work,
compared with which all the pleasurea that wealth
can buy, are but Dead Sea apples. The loss to
the country would have been measureless, Take
away the ipspiration and ihe incenflve to iry
which these writings have given and will for atl
time to ecome glve to the youth of this country,
and who can measure the loss,

Grant and Sherman had each tried business
and both had falied. When the war eame on one
was n clerk In a tannery, the other teaching a
military school. Both were at work, but nelther
was dolng hls best. The war brought to them
the necessity of doing thelr best and lo, the re-
sult! We suspect they both gave up thelr mili
tary studles when they left West Polint, but then
neither of them craved any military honors save
in defepse of their country, If they had we
shoulgd have heard of them in somé forelgn land.
Yon Motke gol leave of absence, went Lo Turkey
nnd organized and put In fighting form the army
of the sultan. He was thére a dozen years. In
that time he had reduced war to an exact science,
s0 when under him the Prussian army struck first
Schleswig-Holstein, and again Austria, I© triumphod
In & few week in the firsl war, in a day In the
wsecond, and was alrendy for the war with France.

We see all around us men who are not doing
thelr best, and the losg to themselves and the
country cannot be estimated. Gray wrole:
“Perhaps In this neglected spot I8 Iald

Some heart once pregnant with celestind fire:
Fiands that the rod of empire might have

swayed,

Or wiked to ecstacy the lving lyre*

But though he was a marvelous scholar In his
own and half a dozen other tonguea, all he left
as a clalm to ommirtal memory were a conple of
short poems. “He dled with more than half his
sweelness In him."”

Contrast him with Milton, his eye sight gone,
but still in his darkness diciating Paradise Lost!

Suppose #ll Amerlcans were doing thelr very
best, what a land and race ours would be,

The ﬁ;el Did Not Forget

AT WAS a superb home-coming of the fleet
T on Monday last. They were all In perfect
form and when the thousands of tens of
thousands of thelr countrymen shouted thelr wel-
comes, In solemn majesty thelr great guns re-
turned the welcomes as though the thrill of the
home coming had infected those steal war engines
and given a new splendor to thelr “all haflls!"
tut one incldent of the day has not been enough
twelt upon. When the guns were roaring, bands
playing; when the flags were being dipped and
the acelaimes of thousands of volees were rending
the air, suddenly as the noon hour struck, for a
moment sllence fell, then out of the hush, from
every one of the great shipe came the solemn
salule of twenly-one guns Lo the memory pf the
first great president. What an answer to his
words: “In tme of peace prepare for war.” Hach
gun anrwered affirming its preparedness; each
ship wis an object lesson to show that, at least
In part, his words had been heeded, and that the
Great RepubMe ls alert and stronger than ever
before: that & reversnce deeper than ever goes
out to the flag whose firgt buptism under a battie

canopy was carried by him.
’

For a bondred and ten years the dust of him,
who In Hfe was George Washington, has been
resting In the gimple sarcophagis nt Mount Ver-
non, but never a vessel passes up or down the
Potomae that 1ts bell 1s not tolled when passing
that spot, and on Monday iast when the feetivities
were al their height In the lower Chesapeake
bay: all were stopped to follow the rule which
ig the rule of all American warships, that the
president’s twenty.one guns might be fired from
ench vesge!, and the flags dipped in honor of the
natal day of the father of his country. We know
of pothing just like Lthat In history. The char
acter of a man grown so strong, as it s studled,
that affer he has been asleep In the grave for a
hundred and ten years; a matchless, exultant
flaet, while recelving the welcomes of thousands,
suddenly, when the noon hour strikes, remem-
bers that the day Is the anniversary of the blrth
of its firat Commander in Chief, and pr-~’ n
its celebration, opens all s solemn guns an o
Iis flags to the lmmortal memory.

It is a losson for every Americean boy: every
Amerlean boy should, 80 soon as possible, go to
Mount Vernon to learn, while looking at the sim-
ple sepulehre there, that it is possible for every
earnest Amerlcan boy to earn for himself immor-
tallty, If he but possessés the brain, the heart,
the courage, the Integrity and patriolism, to win
it.

The “Intelligent Juror”

HE TRIAL now going on in Nashville for the

killing of ex-Benator Carmack has one fea-

ture which looks almost llke a travesty on
the sassumed gacredness of a jury trial, It re-
quited more than three weeks to select the jury,
and when that duty was completed, behold the
outcome, Four men on the jury are absolutely il
literate, two others can barely read; the entire
twelve declared that they had read no newsgpaper
since the shooting and some sald they had not
read o newspaper in ten years. Muoch comment
{8 belng indulged In by the eastern press over
that “Intelligent Jury,” and It does seem strange
that such a jury could be picked up In any one
county In the United States.

And stlll who knows?

Wa, in the United Stales, get our reverence
for the “right of trial by jury” from England.
When that was established, how many men in
England could read? Jurles are supposed In a
trial to jodge the facts, It is n clear case (hat
thls Tennesgee jury have no theories that they
have pleked up throvgh reading newspapers and
trashy books, to distract thelr attentlon from the
facts as they are given on this trial. The only
danger from them s that, no matter what facts
may be established, thelr verdiet will—uncon-
stlously, perhaps—reflect meorely the unwritten
code which very often governs In Tennosses and
other stateg, But would a knowledge of how lo
read and write, change the verdiot? Agaln Lhe
fact that they have no knowledge as knowlodme
is esteemed by the world, Is no proof that they
have no wisdom, When the great war was ut Its
helght, 1 man who could neither read nor write,
sald to this writer; “If you could only wrlte
what I think, we counld settle thiz business In
half an hour,” That showed nt least that he was
thinking and had his own opinfons. That awalk-
ens another guery, What Is an “intelllzent” jury?
What conatitutes that array of twelve men, which
lawyers and newspapevs delight in  ealling an




